THE LIES WE TELL OURSELVES, A 
SEMBLANCE OF REALITY. 


By Sam Lakin 
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When tackling what is real it is extremely hard to 
not be confronted with 19th century Easten 
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reality, | will be doing my best to avoid any 
oseudo-science, mysticism/religious or 
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easier than the research. 


| Think Therefore | Am...OrAm 1, The 
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might possibly be one of Plato's most famous writings, this text although 
short could be shorter so for brevity | will be simplifying the ideas presented in this text. 
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forward, they have been this way since birth and they will continue to be like this until death, a fire 
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humans perceive these shadows as entities, this is what is real to them. 


This passage goes on to describe the ignorance of man and the need for men to be ruled over by 
philosopher kings, but | want to focus on the first half as what is the point of reading philosophy if 
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In this script Plato presents the idea of perceived reality possibly one of the most important ideas in 
philosophy (another way of looking at it is from Descartes’ Dream Argument’) this branch of 
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now. This relates back to the title of this project, asemblance of reality, it looks real, but how can 
we trust our own senses, they’ve lied to us before haven't they? 


The Brutality Of Confrontation. 
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exposure to the internet at a very early age or maybe I've got something ng 
wrong with me, but what does make me uncomfortable is self- 

inflicted suffering, suffering for the sake of art isn't anything new in some 
aspects its fetishized or even encouraged, how many times do you hear 
about the suicidal writer, the drug addicted musician or the depressed 
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for my own benefit, most of my pieces talk about my dead friends/lovers, 
self-doubt or my low mental state! guess that’s why this type stuff doesn’t 
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Canvas, put the brush down, but what if you couldn't, what if you made a 
promise to suffer for 5 years, our first artist did exactly that. 


Jumped Ship. 


Tehching ‘Sam’ Hsieh was born in Tiwan in 
on the 33rd of September 1950 and was 
Wal ome)(e( 21] ae) mM Bo 
ol ali (el =a pam k=) a(elaliatcane| ae) 0) el-lemel0i me) mye stele) 
at 17 to practice art picking up different 
mediums to experiment with but after 
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the Taiwanese army he transitioned to 
performance art he called “actions. 


Tehching first action was called Jump Piece’ in where he 
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ankles, there is no explanation from Tehching of what this 
piece means, this will be a running theme, in Tehching's 
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Because of the conservative nature of Tiawan at the time 
Tehchin's actions werent seen as art and got him into a lot 
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searching for a job, he got a few part time jobs in hope of 
saving for his next action. 


The Cage Piece. 


Tehchin's first action after his two-year hiatus from art was The Cage 
Piece this is my second favourite piece by Tehchin, the first will come 
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Tehchin will stay in a cage for 1 year, he will not soeak, read, write, or 
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away his waste, give him food and new cloth but will not communicate 
with him in any way, his friend will also take a photo of him every day 
to document this process and a lawyer Robert Perjansky laid witness 
these events and notarize the process. 
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Time Clock Piece. 


This is one of my favourite pieces by Tehchin as it really gets to the meat of what this project is 
about, most of Tehchin's actions do but this one really shows what I'm trying to convey with this 
presentatin. 
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and scariest actions to date The Clock Piece, Tehchin punched a timecard in every single hour for a 
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performance was complete to indicate in the pictures that time had actually every single hour for a 
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eginning to the end. The reason this piece to me is one of two of his most terrifying to me is this 
wasn't just an idea piece thought up by some stuck-up rich art kid who like the aesthetic of 
performance art this is Tehchin's life for a year, 59 minutes of sleep at the most every 60 for a whole 
year, this to Tehchin was his shadows the wall there was no other existence outside of the room, the 
aloe @maatMerlantciciclale Sleep. 
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seen here. 
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are very simple and are gpated here "I, Tehching Hsieh, plan to do a one-year 
performance piece. | shall stay OUTDOORS for one year, never go inside. | shall not 
go into a building, subway, train, car, airplane, ship, cave, tent. | shall have a 
Sleeping bag. The performance shall begin on September 26, 1981, at 2 P.M. and 
continue until September 26, 1982, at 2 P.M.” 


It is appropriate to note that the winter of 1981 was the coldest in recorded corded 
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reason | say technically is the only time he entered a building was because he was 
arrested for vagrancy luckily Tehchin was released within 5 hours after the police 
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As not to repeat myself | will attemptto explain in a different way why this is the 
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| feel like I've talked enough about Tehching but It would do him a disservice not to briefly mention 
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connected themselves at the waist by an 8-foot rope for a whole year never touching one another, 
or maybe his two saddest pieces, his final one year piece called ‘no art piece’ and his last piece 
called the 13 year creation, the no art piece was an action in where from the first of July 1985 to the 
first of July 1956 Tehching would not create art or engage in any art what so ever, this meant he 
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finally on his 36th birthday new year's eve 1986 he stated he would consistently create an array of 
different art for the rest of the century, this 13 action would end new year's eve 1999, and to this 
day no one has ever seen what Tehching created those 13 years and on the 1st of January, 
Tehching ‘Sam’ Hsieh would never create another art piece again and to this day 22 years since that 
day he has never created another piece again, leaving us with only one piece of art in the form of a 
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Why... 
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first artist, well | don’t really know but maybe Tehching 

does, Tehching is quoted as saying on his website, life is a life 
sentence; Life is passing time; life is free thinking’, is this why | 
picked him to talk about maybe, is this what reality is | don’t 
know, all | know is Tehching’s life was these action this 

was Tehching life, this wasn't an escape this was a 
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In 1985 artist Ai Weiwei pictured himself smashing a 2000-year-old urn. 


Ai Weiwei was in Beijing China in 1967, in 1978 Ai 
Weiwei jointhein 1967, in 1978 Ai Weiwei joined 
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of avant garde artist called ‘The Stars’, in 1981 he 
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New York in where Ai grew very fond of photography 
and the readymade art movement, when he moved 
back to Chinain 1993 he was met with a country that 
was going though intense change, many Chinese 
citizens were still upset about the 1989 Tiananmen 
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after his return to China, very well versed in the field 
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old pot when his government rips trees from its root, 
flatters villages and kills it's own citizens, all inthe 
eyes of ‘improvement’. 
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fights against, Ai saves ancient wood from temples 
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government ruthlessly tries to destroy in public view. 


Planting The Seeds. 


Taw A0l@l:Huv\Via-)amcalomsycelaler-lam=r-ladale [Ol]. <ocmcin a0 (el oun alii aalaat-lalclalaivaavaciincre 
the most effected sights and gathered volunteers to gather the names 
of the dead in opposition to the Chinese police who were trying to 
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poorly constructed schools, as well as gathering names Ai gathered 
tons of the twisted rebar from the wreckage and straightened every 
single on into a solid straight bar to create ‘spare e.\egiac memorials: as 
well as this he arranged over 9,000 backpacks on wall of the Haus der 
Kunst in Munich to represent the young lives lost, spelling out a quote 
from a victim's mother, “She lived happily for seven years in this 
world.” 


Limited Edition of 666 


WHITE HOUSE, 
Al WEIWEI 


The artwork selected for this deck was originally featured in Ai VVeiwei’s “Study 
of Perspective” series. Here, the artist openly attacks institutions, landmarks. 
and monuments around the worid by giving them his middle finger — an 
encouragement for the viewer to question their acceptance towards authority. 
Ultimately, the artist pledges his stance in support of free speech. seeking to 
empower the people through democratic values within society. For this specific 
photograph, he takes a shot at The VVhite House and reveals his true feelings 
on the current political climate in the United States. 


This will make sense later. 


“If a nation cannot face its past, ithas no 
future.” 


Ai has been beaten by the Chinese police, arrested for 81 days on 
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been fined a tax evasion charge of ¥15 million (£2.5 million), he is 
constable under government surveillance, he is unable to leave China 
and yet appose to all of this he still creates, there is two ways | would 
describe Ai Wiewie, number one is a protester and number two as a 
person who holds a mirror up to the reality those in power desperately 
mavacomalle(=e 


“If a nation cannot face its past, it has no future.” - Ai Wiewie 


Hyper reality. 
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hear you ask, well there has been one consistent theme throughout the last 
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ts that plague it, it's very hard to look directly at reality a lot of us never have 
and maybe never will, there is always a show you can put on, a filter you can 
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takes a lot out of a person to face the world we live in really isn't a nice 
place, So we always give ourselves a semblance of hope, or a semblance of 
comfort but it's all for nothing really, so how am | going to use this sad 
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you another distraction, it's like | said it's very hard to face reality and to be 
honest I've faced it too long, | guess it's time to play the roles of the trapped 
prisoner Plato was talking about and just stare at the shows on the wall. 


similar. satire burlesque lampoo 


produce a humorously exaggerated imitation of (a writer, artist, or genre). 
“his speciality was parodying schoolgirl fiction’ 
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Parody is an amazingly lazy way to cope with the world, all you 
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this although lazy can also very hard, parody is like painting a 
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edges, so in this project I'm going to parodies one my 
comforts, the subject of this parody will be skating. 


Skating as a culture 
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jokes, parodies, and 
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favourite examples. 


Watering 
of Flee) Felal aes 


Dear George, 


Atter seeing all the ads lately (especially yours) making fun of new or small companies | realized 
how stupid | was for having one. Dude, you were right small companies are cut! Anyway, I've talked 
to Jason and Rudy, and we all agree we should try to be big-time just like you guys. Here's a picture of 
our new graphics and logo. | hope they’re OK. And if there's anything else that we're doing wrong, just 
make another ad and we'll change it. 


Sincerely, 


bss 
oan HID 


P.S. Do you think I should kill myself ? 
not a small company anymore 


_ By Rory Storm 


SUICIDE... 
Is it cowardice: —— 
afraid to live, or : 
ele-\'1>1a' emma) @r-lis-lie 

to die. If you're 
rereleltsisslelt-ttlale me-isiiei(el= 
don't forget it's only one 

of many solutions to your 
problem. Here are a few 
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1. Drink—You won't even realize 

you're life sucks, and hangovers are 

Wee l¢or-| Me >) (one oho Ms om alelisiisce i elm@l elle, 
periods of time. 

2. Smoke Dope—You'll never remember 
Wiel Ma'clem->Melce.e)— ssn-ia-118 

3. Coffee—The solution to every problem. 
4. Addictive Drugs—Your next fix will become 
your reason for living. Heroin and crack are a 
great substitute for something to do, and eventually 
these drugs will kill you. Success! 


Final 
Note 
Don't forget 
to leave a 
Suicide note. 
Remember, this 
is the last thing 
you get to say. 
Ever. Everyone will 
want to read it. The 
police will want a copy. 
It's a good place to 
eo} F-taal-de elle) e)(-me usleome cele. 


But, if you decide suicide is your only alternative, here are 
some suggestions: 


#1. Hanging oneself—This is a popular method. Not very 
messy, but a proper knot must be used for complete success. A 
simpler method is to take a cotton cloth or tie, fasten it to a door iF c sa 
knob and your neck. Then, in a crawl position, you rotate your body } 235% a . | 
until the rope tightens and choking is achieved. 

#2. Gun—another popular method. This one's a real shocker for the per- 

son who finds you. Very Dramatic, really messy, neat-o! 


#3. Swallow Pills—Sort of a boring method. Pills aren't as hard to get as you \ . want to feel bad. Heck, 
might think. You can find old prescriptions in your grandparents’ medicine cabi- ee make stuff up, no one will 
net, a dresser drawer, or in a friend's parents’ bathroom cabinet. Be careful, you 2 * know. But 
might puke! . > remember. 
#4. Slit Your Wrists—Wow., this one’s for crazy people. It takes guts to try this. It's | actions speak 


really messy and it hurts! Make sure you go up the forearm for complete success, not a 
across the wrist. 

#5. Just sit in your car—Shut the garage door, block all ventilation, start your engine, 

and go to sleep. Simple, painiess, and clean! 


Telttet=ts than 
words-—the most 
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point is a success- 
ful suicide. 
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Everywhere you go in skateboarding it's hard to 
find anyone taking it to seriously, whether that’s 


setting Owen Wilson to skate in the Yeah Right! 
Video, or every single Enjoi ad, therefore | chose 
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nothing new it perfectly represents the type of 
distraction | was talking about. 
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past deck designs, now | will talk about the things 


| need to start creating mine, first of course | need 
to get blank decks, from my research the 


cheapest ones | could fine was 10 for £209.95 or 5 
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VENOM SKATEBOARDS PRO BLANK DECK 
MULTI PACKS BULK BUY 


£109.99 


SELECT THE OPTIONS ABOVE 


What never happened. 


On the 2nd of May | went to Rustee's skate shack 
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also shown below, as | would not be submitting 


id alicmcom Galcmeco)anlel-1eid (eam mualelerdalemimn’\elel (oma 
perfectly in this project. 


To enter all you need to do is grab a new Mini Logo Skateboards 
Masterpiece Deck, create your artwork in the wood grain area inside the 
picture frame of the graphic, and post a picture of your completed Mini Logo 
skateboards Masterpiece Deck artwork to Instagram, including @mini logo 
and the #minilogomasterpiece hashtag. 


The Official MILITANT riders (q@mitnicrew) will help Jersey Mike pick ONE 
WINNER who will get their winning design produced on a small run of decks 
+ a years supply of Mini Logo skateboards (24) 


Contest Ends: June ist, 2021 Winner Announced: June 2181, 2071 - 
SKATE DAY! 


About Mini Logo™ Decks 


Handmade with the finest materials, Mini Logo™ ts the industry leader of 
high-performance price point decks. Warranted against delamination for the 
useful lifé of the deck and managed in our Santa Barbara headquarters, Mini 
Logo™ utilizes 35 years of deck-Duillding experience to deliver the best 
sizes, shapes, and pop ai an affordable price 


seven plies of rock hard maple 

Laminated with skate One's proprietary, low-stress AirLam presses 
Proven Powell Peralta construction and concave 

Lifetime warranty against manufacturer defects 


#mensmentalhealth 


For this deck | decided to use the 
m=Xol al al(olec=me)mcyela=t=1am elalalaiarcamaalicmatck 
been used for years in the world of 
applying graphics to skateboards, as you 
can see the screen, | used didn’t warp to 
the concave of the deck very well leaving 
streaks and what are called welts. 


Thinking it was maybe the squeegee | was using that 
VVecksin al oie 0) 0) 0) (=) 900m mol stolle(=rem com aal=]. (om aa\veliaamicelaanela 

(0) (0 As}, ¢=] (=) oLel=] 00s alle Pm MalicM kom elsler-] 6 1m nals ere)aler-\\.ome) i 

id alomol cle) @laar-hueval=lemma al=mee)aler\ i,m) malcom e)(-1ex-tom moele| (ome lel m 
hopefully, this would have compensated for the lack of 
give o the screen, | got this idea from a YouTube video 
by Manak Skates here. 


How To Make A Curved Squeegee for Screen Printing Skateboards 
2.8K views * 1 year ago 


oO Manak Skates 


| made a curved squeegee out of an old skateboard to screen print skateboards with. A curved squeec 


Another failure, after this last failure 


Baer linicem me chmaelalalialcmeleime)maleal-em 
would have liked to make my own 


screen, but | didn't have time, So | 
chose to just give up on the screen 


ola lalaiatcac) are mcxem nom alsm\-1e0) ale bd elie 
option spray paint. 


iMaliaycssmncom elomictare)acre 


Before we get into the fun stuff, | feel it is best to talk about the boring stuff, 
health and safety, in this project as | will be using spray paint and 

‘oXe) hYZ0] c=) hate] aL=mc) ©) &=\VAl aaces ©) 0) e}-] 0) hV am ol =to1em MOM OU NY ar- Iu a =I] 0)] ¢-) 40) em Ol (om alelamelUlmimiele 
were going to buy one the website, | purchased my spray paint from has a 
eXololeM1=1(=101 910) a Mme) ama al=me)a al =) am ar-]aleMm[Ukimel(om-ll meals) ele-lmleld @elelayie(sy 
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Beautiful loser. 


For this aspect of the project, | used spray paint, 
stencils, masking tape and polyurethane spray; after my 
frustration with first attempt at screen printing, | could 
only think of one other viable option was spray paint 
especially with the time constraints | was under at this 
point, after a few failed attempts | got 3 decks | could 
Uo roland alcmularclm=)dalie)iarelam-liaarelelcaam mv\clalactemaemlaleiurel= 
more, | feel what | did with these 3 was a good 
replacement for the a more mass-produced look. 


pANave)d ale) melisiuacreudiele 


OF ath Xo) oe) mm dal=m el-] nolo hme (=1e om maalelelcdaimimme)alhvar-] e)e)ge)elar-in= 
to create my n decks in the spirit of parody, maybe not 
a parody of a known design but a parody of different 
Tider hake) alc) ave mcyer=) ar-| a (ekcmm Ui) [alcmcve) galore) maalomcy-] gale 


Aal=1dalele lms ae)aamel=1ce)aomeleimmualicmulaarsmiacae)aele)e-lalatcar 
vignette of colours using spray paint and 


writing /drawing the designs with a marker. 
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Love 


Voyeurism 


NSM Ices ol =] am U1 0] Ince) am aalom merslellerate 
to post these to my art account 
on Instagram, | do this for most 
of my art to make sure there is 

lame] qeayaViome) mm iemelaliarce 
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The life and death of a few pieces of wood. 


For my final words on the practical side of this project I'd like to say, 
this was a failure, but | wouldn't say it's been an ugly failure, I've put a 
lot of work in, and the results aren't what | wanted but what came out 
was pretty good, some improvements | would have made were maybe 
antclatclc4lalcamaahvael aalom oloians) amu mei (omr-im (o)mre) mY] e140] aloam me) ae) ey-1e)\arel(elamamalct-remne 
when | should have been playing, maybe if | did that | could have made 
AANYO)' L010 R21] aie [Ol] nom e)ge)0lome)m\\Jer-)am mellem lamual=mcjave)amr-laavelelalme)i 
time | left myself with, in conclusion I'm proud of what my failure 
forced me to do and | hope to improve on my weaknesses in the future. 


i Ralsmactclsvelamcelarclimaalisy 


somo) dlalcancalicwmael| moll qel(=m mnvvZ0)0] (0 M1. <=mn om <om cy-[el anon I=) a(elallalcammic)(=1a mare) am aah’, 
final words, Tehching's pieces centre a lot around time, and how either 
freeing or restricting time is, time doesn't wait, time can either give you 
time to think or force you to choose, in this project it forced me to 
choose, choices made me choose, time just held me to account for my 
choices, maybe it was a good thing maybe it was a bad thing, no point 
dwelling on it. 


"One year to me is just a small section of life. For most humans, one 
vear is a long time and so much happens. But for the universe, it's very 
temporary. - Tehching Hsieh 


(End. ) 


